Teaching Vocabulary (1)

(by Craig Wealand)
اختيار  : علي شعلان   متوسطة المجد

People in ‘the know’ say that knowing a word may mean more than you know. 
A student recognizes a word in a written or spoken text and thinks, ‘I know that word’,

but can they also:-

Bring it to mind when they need it?

Use it in the correct grammatical form? (prefix/suffix/verb inflection/word class)

Pronounce it properly?

Spell it correctly?

Use it with the words it usually goes with (collocation)?

Use it at the appropriate level of formality?

Relate it to something? (know its meaning)

Be aware of its connotations and associations?

As a native speaker, I’d have trouble with some of the above points for quite a few items in my vocabulary. Needless to say our students have quite a job on their hands.

Words are like telephone numbers, credit card numbers, car licence plate numbers, bank account PIN numbers, the more we see them, repeat them and use them, the more we’re likely to remember them. If we recycle vocabulary in interesting and imaginative ways for our students, some of it should, eventually, stick ( The ‘Pebble-dash Approach’? ).

In the wake of a general shift in EFL from a grammar to a vocabulary focus, the following ideas may come in handy.

These activities may be of use to teachers whose students would rather take a dictionary on holiday with them than a grammar book.

Activities for reviewing and revising lexis:-

SS = students T = teacher

1. Noughts and Crosses

T writes the vocab. To be revised on the board in a noughts and crosses grid (9 vocab. Items).

Divide SS into two teams, one noughts and the other crosses.

Toss a coin to see which team starts and nominate a ‘volunteer’ to choose any word from the grid.

That S must use the word in a correct sentence and show the meaning in the context of the sentence. Be strict. The sentence must sound normal to your ears, otherwise the word gets thrown over to the other team for them to try.

When a correct sentence is provided, rub out the word and replace it with a nought or cross depending on the team.

Now it’s the other teams chance to pick a word. The team with three 0’s or X’s in a row wins.

I usually elicit/re-present any words remaining in the grid after the game has finished, as they are likely to be the ones SS don’t know yet.

Note: Lexical items could be a collection of verbs, phrasal verbs, nouns, adjectives, expressions, idioms, vocab. from text etc.

2. Back To The Board

Divide the class into two teams (A and B).

Chose a S from each team to move his/her chair so that the SS have their backs to the board and are facing their team mates.

T writes a word or phrase on the board and both teams try to describe it to their team mates at the same time.

The first to correctly reproduce what’s on the board gets a point. Insist on passable pronunciation.

Rub the word out and put another one up. Keep the pace snappy. Rotate the SS periodically so that everyone gets a chance in the team ‘hot seat’.

Deduct points for team members saying the word as soon as you’ve written it (it’s easily done), and for team reps. turning round to look at the board and using mirrors, L1 etc.

3. Board Run

Works well with kids and company executives.

Put Ss in teams (two, three, four depending on class size) and line them up facing the board. Give the first S in each line a board pen.

T describes a word or phrase. The first S to run to the board and write the word legibly scores a point. Tripping, holding and biting is allowed, but the word/phrase must be written correctly.

4. Chain Story

T writes vocab. To be revised on the board. T uses the first item of vocab. In a sentence to start off a story. SS continue the story around the class using vocab. From board in( or out of ) sequence.

4. Waiting For Late Arrivals

Just write a list on the board and get SS to define the word, translate it to L1 or put it in a sentence.

If your class really dribbles in slowly, dictate the list for spelling and get the SS to dictate back to another SS who writes the list on the board for you.

5. Click Your Fingers

Get SS on their feet and in a circle. Start clicking or clapping, and on the third ‘beat’

Nominate a S who has to say a word from last lesson.

This works best with groups of words, e.g. Professions, Forms of transport, Phrasal verbs, Sports, Words beginning with ‘P’ etc.

When a S can’t provide a word within reasonable hesitation time ( a second?), or repeats a word already said by another S, he/she is ‘out’ and sits down.

Who’s left standing at the end?

6. Throw Them Away

Similar to 2, but done in pairs not open class.

Give SS slips of paper with vocab on. SS define words to their partner, and throw them away when their partner guesses. The first S to throw away all their slips of paper wins.

I find there’s a great sense of satisfaction to be had crossing out or throwing away words already learnt. (Peering through pencil marks and searching the rubbish bin is another matter, but all part of the process.)

7. Vocab. Box

Speaking of slips of paper, why not start a vocab. box at the beginning, or in the middle, of the course?

Choose a S and give him/her the responsibility of writing down on slips of paper all new words during the lesson. At the end of the lesson put the words/phrases in a box or bag and next lesson the responsibility passes to another S.

If a S misses a lesson, the box can be checked for any new words.

SS can see their vocabulary expanding. If not in their heads, at least in the box.

Periodically vocab. can be revised using one of the activities here, or your own, or give a formal test.

Decide if the SS need to write phonetic transcriptions of the word, word group (noun, adjective. verb etc.), dependent prepositions, context sentence, prefix/suffix etc.

Teaching Vocabulary (2)
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1. Labelling A Diagram

Good if you can draw. If you’re like me and can’t, use stick figures, O.H.T.’s (overhead transparencies) or get a S to draw for you.

SS label parts of the body, a house, a car, an office etc.

For a more ‘interactive’ approach on ‘parts of the body’, get them to label each other in pairs using post-it notes.

2. Matching Definitions

A popular course book task is matching definitions of words to the words themselves.

This is more fun if you cut them out and put SS in groups to do it, or let them mingle around the class until they find their word/definition. Experts say the Kinetic approach is more memorable for the SS, but it will cost you at least five minutes of preparation time. You decide!

3. Guess The Word

T begins to dictate a word letter by letter until a S guesses the word and shouts ‘stop’.

The S then spells the word to the end.

I haven’t tried this one myself, maybe you could let me know if it’s any good?

4. The Best Sentence

Divide the SS into two teams. Write a word to be revised on the board. Each team has a secretary who writes a sentence constructed by the team and using the word on the board. The best sentence scores a point. The T’s word is final. Any disputes from a stroppy class can be dealt with quickly and painlessly by using a yellow card for the first dissension, and then a red one for disqualification (as in football).

5. Anagrams

I’m terrible with anagrams, but I have been told they can be used for revising, recycling and introducing bavoc.

6. Brainstorming

Is ‘brainstorming’ still a buzzword?

Put SS in groups. Tell them to think of as many words as possible in three minutes on the subject of………. (over to you!).

Appoint a group secretary to note down the words.

Who has the most?

14. Hangman

I’ve always found this too time consuming, but then again, I don’t teach kids.

A word is represented on the board by one dash for each letter, e.g. coffee

_ _ _ _ _ _ SS suggest letters (usually vowels first). If the letter doesn’t belong in the word, T writes letter on the board and draws one line of a hangman’s gallows. The SS have to guess the word before a man gets hanged. One guess counts as a line.

7. Team Vocab. Race

Divide the SS into groups of three, four or five depending on class size.

Appoint a group secretary.

Establish a vocab. category and number of words, e.g. ‘20 words connected to sport.’

Shout ‘go’ When a team claims to have finished, check their list for spelling and suitability of words without stopping the other groups. The first team to correctly collect a list of words scores one point for each word on the list. In this case 20.

Keep a running tally on the board.

Other ideas include:-

25 irregular verbs

10 prepositions

15 animals

20 phrasal verbs

15 ways to travel….etc.

8. Running Definition

Split SS into three or four groups, and write a scoring table on the board.

One team member from each team comes to the T who whispers a definition of a word to the group representatives. The reps. run back to their teams and repeat the definition. The team then writes the word they think is being defined on a slip of paper and the ‘runner’ returns to the T.

The first team to guess the word and write it correctly on paper scores a point and gets the definition of another word.

Note:- Don’t wait for all the SS to be there before giving the next definition. It’s a race, so keep the pace up.

Remember to rotate the messenger from time to time.

Holding back other messengers and general violence should be encouraged.

9. Half A Crossword

Popular in supplementary activity books for teachers.

Split the class in half. Give one side half of a crossword and the other side the other half.

In separate groups the SS check the meanings of the words they have, and also that they can define them and use the words in context.

Pair the students off and get them to define the words to each other without looking at their partners half of the crossword. (‘Sit opposite each other and hold up your paper’.)

Expressions such as ‘What’s 14 down’ and ‘Tell me 3 across again’ are helpful.

Note :- Customising a crossword to revise recent vocab. can be time consuming.

10. Parts of Speech Bingo

I’m not one for labelling language, but brainstorm words from the SS under the following headings:-

Verb (past form)

Verb (infinitive form)

Verb (past participle form)

Noun (countable)

Noun (uncountable)

Adjective

Adverb

Preposition

Pronoun

Article………etc.

SS draw six squares on paper and choose six of the above ‘headings’, writing one heading in each square.

T calls out words and SS write them in the correct boxes.

The first student to fill all their boxes shouts ‘BINGO’, and calls the words back to the T to check.

Words could include:- from; gone; bought; took; bag; blue; pretty; been; the; slowly; mine; under; weather; with; lovely; traffic; beer; from; swam; flown; sandwich; flew; up; butter; oil; attractive; carefully; her.

11. Kim’s Game

Flash a dozen or so objects (under a sheet or tablecloth) or pictures of objects (on an O.H.P.) to the SS for a few seconds.

SS write down what they remember, and exchange their list with another S.

Show objects again while SS mark their partners list.

Works well with classroom things, ruler, stapler, scissors, board pen, pencil case etc.

12. What’s This Called In English?

Cut out pictures, stick them on card and on the other side write the word (and phonetic translation if you like).

SS mingle and hold up cards asking, “What’s this called in English?”

SS can’t sit down again unless they can name all the items on he cards.

13. Where Are You Going?

Using pictures of everyday objects to improvise a dialogue.

A Where are you going?

B To the _________

A Why?

B To get __________

E.g. If you flash a picture of aspirins, the dialogue should be:-

A Where are you going?

B To the chemist’s

A Why?

A To get some aspirins.

Flash a magazine and hope for…..

A Where are you going?

B To the newsagent’s

A Why?

B To get a magazine.
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1. Pellmanism

Two sets of cards for each group. One set with pictures of objects, the other with the word written (with phonetics, or maybe only phonetics).

Place the cards face down and mix them up. Each S can turn over two cards. If they match (e.g. the picture of a tree and the word ‘tree’), the S keeps both cards. If they don’t he/she turns them over again to the blank side, leaving them in exactly the same place on the table.

The idea as the game progresses is to remember the position of the pictures and the words. SS only have two chances to turn cards over each time.

The winner is the lucky S who has the most cards at the end.

This also works well with collocation, matching verbs and nouns, for example:-

Answer     the phone

Make        a reservation

Pull          your leg

Tell          a joke

2. Verbal Gap Fill

Read a familiar text to the SS out loud ( maybe a text they should have read for homework, or a written gap fill they did last lesson ). Stop periodically and tell SS to shout out (all at the same time) which word they think is missing. Encourage words which are not in the text but could possible ‘fit’.

Note :- This can be done ‘on the spot’, but it pays to go through the text quickly before the lesson and target the vocab. you’re going to omit.

3. Nonsense Words

If the following words existed, what do you think they’d mean?

reget; Cecardback, excessage; sublunar; bidaily; punkly; postthink; Impossibiate; disrecommend; attendive.

What parts of speech (noun? adjective? verb?) would they be?

Sensitise SS to parts of speech and context clues by substituting real vocab. for nonsense words. Some examples :-

A Did you have to ding him so hard?

B Well, he smashed into my car!

A Did anybody call the bonderfut?

B No, I drove away spankly.

4. L1 Translation

If all your SS have a language in common apart from English, and you know it too, why not play with it.

How do words translate into Ss language? Let them laugh at your pronunciation, it may make them feel better about pronouncing English, and it may make the words memorable.

Do the words have the same collocation in theirL1?

What about false friends?

If a S asks you to translate a word from L1 to English, ask the class if you don’t know (or even if you do) before turning to a dictionary.

Are there any contextual or collocation clues to help guess the meaning before using translation?

Is the preposition the same in L1?

5. “But How Can I Remember New Words?” 

Try this little test. Study the following list of words for about a minute, then turn away from the screen and write down on paper all the words you can remember.

	Oil   death   dolphin   triangle   circus   stool   shark   Peach   whale   nose   pickle   fortnight   cloud stream   Lovely-jubly   mountain   square   stapler   breeze   bush   Button valley   circle   crab   onion   grass


Did you remember the first word ‘oil’ and the last word ‘grass’?

We often remember the information we hear first and last.

What about ‘lovely-jubly’?

It’s unusual, and therefore sticks in the mind.

Did you write your words in groups?

Fish together, shapes together, nature words together?

Did you write words that were not in the box?

We tend to group words together and make associations and connections to help us remember.

It’s a good idea to find out how your SS learn new words, and if they use particular techniques or systems for recording and learning new words. Here are some ideas :-

Grouping By Lists :- 
	Jobs
	Travel
	Food

	A teacher 
	Boat 
	To do the shopping 

	A footballer 
	jet ski 
	To make a cake/sandwich/cup of tea 

	A taxi driver 
	raft 
	To grill 

	To earn a salary 
	 canoe 
	a cook/chef 

	To do shift work 
	 to row 
	a gas/electric cooker 


Note :- Encourage SS to mark word stress.
Ss could use one colour for verbs, another for nouns, another for adjectives etc.

Tables For Wordbuilding :-

	BASE
	NOUN
	ADJECTIVE
	VERB
	ADVERB

	Danger
	Danger
	Dangerous
	To endanger
	dangerously

	Safe
	Safety
	Safe/to make safe
	To save
	Safely


Insight Pictures :-

Represent the characteristic of a word by the way you write it.

SS could draw a word in any way they imagine it. Personalising vocab. in this way should help SS to remember.

Memory Pictures And Word Association :-

Does the sound of a word remind the SS of a word in their language?
The Spanish word ‘mesa’ (table) reminds me of a big mess. I imagine a mess on top of a table and this helps me to remember.
To remember the Italian word ‘topo’, (rat) I picture a rat on ‘top of’ a house.
The sillier the better, and the more personal the association, chances are the better the word will stick.
